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2016 was a busy year for the Foundation.
We provided over $68,000 in grants to

over 18 different charity groups.  

We have seen a real surge in grant requests from groups that have direct ties to 
one or more of our family members. This is exactly the type of activity that we 
as a Foundation (and a family) want to encourage and support. Please see the 
highlights of some of our 2016 Grants in this report. 

This year Johnny Auer finished up his term as Trustee. Johnny has been at the 
center of helping to guide the Foundation as we have sought out new groups 
to support. We will certainly miss Johnny’s thoughtful input and are confident 
that he will keep us informed of ongoing needs and opportunities in the greater 
Chicago area.

Jim Auer has joined the Board as our newest Trustee, although Jim is not really 
“new”—Jim served as a Trustee back in the early days of the Foundation. 
Welcome back Jim! Jim and his family are very activity in the Phoenix area and 
we look forward to seeing what the Southwest has in store for the Foundation.
 
Our goals for the Foundation this year are simple—in addition to the good work 
we have done, we want to:

In short, we want to put the
Family at the center of the Auer Family Foundation.

Have a question, an idea, or a group that you would like to support? 
Just reach out to a present or past Trustee and they can help get the ball rolling.

Wishing everyone a happy, healthy and active 2017.

Promote better 
awareness and 
visibility for the 

Foundation within 
the family

Promote and 
support family 

members who are 
active in their local 

communities

Encourage and 
challenge each 
other to find a 

local group and 
get involved
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Space of Her Own (SOHO)
spaceofherown.org

Julie Hawkins is a mentor at SOHO and brought the group to 
the attention of the Foundation. 

Brittany Auer worked with SOHO to develop a grant request 
to provide mattresses and box springs for the renovation of 
their girl’s living quarters. 

Space of Her Own, Inc. (SOHO) 
is an award-winning charitable 
organization committed to 
helping girls avoid delinquency, 
live healthfully, communicate 
openly, progress academically 
and give back to others in order 
to lead fulfi lling lives. SOHO 
recruits and trains outstanding 
adult mentors who reinforce the 
social skills development of 
SOHO girls. Mentors discuss life skills lessons with their mentees at the beginning of each weekly session 
and engage with them as they work on creative visual arts, carpentry and design projects. The 
mentors who work with the program are asked to be friends and guides for their mentees, inspiring 
SOHO girls to become the best they can be.

Young Life Camp
younglife.org/Camping/Pages

Young Life helps to create and foster positive activities and role models for teenagers. 

Emily Auer has been involved with the local Phoenix 
group since high school and now gives back as an adult 
counselor/mentor. 

One of their biggest events is a weeklong camp where kids 
can go away for a week of fun—in a safe and supportive 
environment. Emily came to the Foundation with a request 
to help fi nancially challenged kids have the opportunity to 
experience camp. 

Working with Jeanne 
Bonanno, they put 
together a grant that 
helped 8 young people 
participate in a week of 
camp – something they 
will likely never forget.

Space of Her Own (SOHO)

http://www.spaceofherown.org
http://www.younglife.org/Camping/Pages
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LA Leadership Corps
nfyi.org/what-we-do/leadership-corps

Steve Auer brought this group to the 
Foundation’s attention. As most of us know the 
Foster Care system provides much needed 
care and housing, but the system is not 
perfect and faces serious challenges.

The Foster Youth Leadership Corp is learning 
basic organizing and training techniques that 
will enable them to reach out to train other 
foster youth and (eventually) adult activists/
organizers in Los Angeles and around the 
country who are committed to transforming 
the nation’s child welfare system to better 
care for vulnerable children. Currently the 
Leadership Corps consists solely of current 
and former foster youth. The training model 
involves learning by doing, so they are learning to organize and recruit others by actually doing the 
work themselves.

Leadership Corps members are identifying and recruiting people who have experienced the child 
welfare system to join them in the effort to change that system. Methods include one-on-one 
meetings, in-person trainings and meetings, local events, meeting with leaders, celebrity promotion, 
innovative uses of social media, and youth-led webinars for trainings and interactions with leaders/
activists around the country. 

Steve helped craft a grant request to assist with providing this training to local LA Leadership Corp 
members.

Hopecam 
hopecam.org

Hopecam is an organization that provides equipment and IT support to children undergoing cancer
treatment so that they can stay connected 
with school and the friends they would 
otherwise miss. It helps them maintain a 
sense of normality in an otherwise trying time. 
Hopecam was brought to our attention by 
Brad Hawkins a few years ago and in the past 
we have provided tablets for the children in 
the hospitals to stay connected.

Ellie Auer worked with the folks at Hopecam to 
create a grant so that they could purchase 20 
laptops to be used in classrooms (to connect 
with the tablets). Hopecam just helped 
connect their 1,000th child this past year 
and our grant will help them on their goal to 
connect the next thousand.

http://www.nfyi.org/what-we-do/leadership-corps
http://www.hopecam.org
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Grantee           Dollar Amount  Facilating Trustee

SF Safe House        $4,350.00     Britt

Hopecam        $4,000.00     Ellie / Brad

National Foster Youth Institute        $4,000.00     Steve

Ventura Teen Challenge        $6,000.00     Jeanne

St. Vincent - Meals on Wheels        $4,160.00     Steve /Joe

Fair Haven Hospice Run              $100.00     Molly

Guadalupe Center        $5,000.00     Linda

Caryn Von Holtz Scholarship        $1,000.00     Carolyn

Space For Her Own        $4,506.00     Britt

Young Life        $4,106.00     Jeanne / Emily

Children’s Aid        $2,200.00     Dan

Fair Haven Social Ministry        $4,000.00     Molly

F House        $4,000.00     Ellie

Literacy Orange        $4,995.00     Ellie

LA Youth Network        $4,000.00     Steve

Ventura Teen Challenge       $3,495.00     Jeanne

St Vincents Santa Barbara       $4,000.00     Steve

Imentor        $5,000.00     Britt

Grant Total           $68,912.00  
  
Matching Donations   $6,725.00    

Totals Grants & Matches           $75,637.00  

Get in touch with the facilating trustee if you would like further information about any 
of these grant recipients.
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The Auer Family Foundation was founded in 1993 by Peggy and Ed Auer. An important component 
of Foundation’s primary mission is to encourage charitable volunteerism by their 10 children and 
their spouses by providing financial support to those organizations benefiting from this volunteer 
involvement, and to encourage charitable giving in the family by offering matching grants.

There are over 100 organizations who have received aid from the Foundation over the years. This 
support is in response to specific requests for assistance—usually for programs and needs that are 
new, unexpected and/or not budgeted for by the groups in need. 

Requests for grants are handled by our Family Foundation Trustees. Foundation Trustees work with 
these organizations to identify their needs and to ensure that our grants will have maximum impact. 
Trustees serve a five year term, and are drawn from the family ranks.

Current Trustees are:
 Jeanne Auer

 Steve Auer

 Brittany Auer

 Molly Auer

 Ellie Auer

 Carolyn Weber

 Jim Auer

Trustees Support

Past Trustees have included:
 Johnny Auer

 Joe Auer

 Will Pino

 Jessica Easter

 Mary Pat Pino

 Sandi Auer

 Sue Auer

In addition to Trustees, 
the Foundation’s efforts 
are supported by
 Linda Auer    
 Secretary

 Dan Auer
 President

 Bill Auer
 Financial Manager

 Mary Pat Pino    
 Executive Council   
 Advisor

Stay Connected
We’re adding ways to encourage communication with everyone in the family 

with the spirit of keeping family in the center of the Auer Family Foundation.

Visit our web site:
auerfamilyfoundation.org

Keep touch on facebook:
https://www.facebook.com/auerfoundation/?fref=ts

Be on the lookout for a Slack invitation

https://www.facebook.com/auerfoundation/?fref=ts
http://www.auerfamilyfoundation.org



